
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: SPECIAL MIXER EVENT 

The Pickleball Club will host a Canine Companions for Independence 
fundraising mixer September 7th at the courts.  

Space is limited to 100 so please sign up starting Thursday, Aug. 1 by 
going to our website www.lhpbclub.com. The deadline is Sept. 4th. 

Games start at 8 AM, but you can come and go. Free lunch for registered 
players provided by Carolan Properties, a Lincoln Hills Realtor. Donations 
are encouraged. 

SPECIAL NOTE: With the expected turnout, please leave your own dogs at 
home. It will be crowded and there will be some puppies in training on 
hand. 

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? HERE’S THE ANSWER: 

To understand why this is so important, please consider the following story 
involving our very own Pickleball Club member, Michele Murphy, her 
former dog “October” and a courageous young girl with brittle bone 
disease. 

Michele spent 18 months patiently teaching October, a Labrador retriever, 
how to help others who need an assistance dog. 

October has since been united with her “forever person,” Lillian Scarberry, 
a 15-year-old who uses a walker or wheelchair for mobility. 

 “I am grateful and blessed to know October will have an amazing life with 
Lillian. The match of October and Lillian is simply a miracle,” Michele said. 

 Lillian’s parents, Bill and Jana Scarberry of Roseville, describe the two as 
a “match made in heaven. Her new independence gives Lillian confidence, 
joy and peace.”  

Lillian calls October “one of the best things that ever happened to me.” 

October helps Lillian meet the challenges of everyday living, as well as 
being there to comfort her during hospital visits and recoveries from 
surgeries.  



“I can’t remember how it was before I got her,” Lillian said. 

That heartens Michele, who grew to love October during training, but knew 
the day would come that the dog would receive a special calling to be 
companion for someone in need. 

Lillian said she cannot thank Michele enough. 

“I am so very thankful for October’s amazing puppy raiser, Michele, and our 
relationship,” Lillian said.  

Having October to help “is a huge blessing,” she added. 

Said her parents: “When Lillian received October, we had no idea how 
much October would change Lillian's life and ours.” 

 Would you like to help change lives too? 

Just sign up for the mixer, and enjoy some pickleball play and the party. 
Lillian will be on hand, as well as October, and Michele’s new pup-in-
training named “Rumor.” 

Besides making any donation you choose that day, you can learn about 
other ways to help. 

Here are a few ways you can: 

1. Volunteer to raise a Canine Companions for Independence puppy. 

2. Volunteer at a Canine Companions for Independence training center. 

3. Volunteer at a Canine Companions for Independence event in your 
community. 

4. Make a direct donation, become a monthly Miracle Maker or leave a 
legacy with estate planning.  

For	more	information	about	the	program,	go	to	www.cci.org. 

 


